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What Baptist Records Do We Have?

* Baptist churches * Georgia Baptist Convention
* Business meeting minutes * Annuals
* Financial records * Christitan Index
* Membership lists e Other Baptists
* Published histories » Primitive Baptists
* Bulletins * Free Will Baptists
* Baptist associations * African-American Baptists
* Annual meeting minutes * And more...

e Published histories



Common Genealogical Inquiries

* Do you have the records ot
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
in Dodge County? My great-
erandmother was a charter
member.

* My grandfather was a pastor in
South Georgia. Can you help -

me learn more about him?

* I’'m looking for an obituary of
Rev. Andrew Jones. Do you

have one?




Common Genealogical Inquiries

* I think my ancestors were
Baptists, and they lived in Clayton
County. Can you help me find
them?

* I need to prove that John Smith is
the son of James Smith, and I
know they went to Bethlehem

Baptist Church in Bibb County.

* Can you help me find my or my
relative’s baptism record in Mount
Olive Baptist Church in Fulton
County?




Church Records: Membership Lists

* Membership lists are your friend if you need to prove that someone
was actually in a place

* List of people who joined, left, or were expelled tfrom the church
* Often grouped by men and women
* Race is also noted pre-Civil War

* The presence and quality of these depends on the church clerk



CHURCH ROLL - POWELTON
Abstracted 2

CHURCH - HANCOCK CQ., GEORGIA

Ellen S. Acree

Samuel Akins

Samuel EKekins

(wife) Bsther Bakins
Bro. Cornelious Alford
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ary Allen
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‘artha Andrews
Elizabeth Askew
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How
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Church Records: Minutes

* Churches held monthly business meetings
* Theological discussions
* Financial management
* Decisions about facilities
* Called pastors

* Discipline among members
e Clerk recorded the minutes
* These are not transcripts!
* Can also prove your ancestors were in a particular place
* Usetul to know what your ancestors might have been up to

* Names appear especially in relation to discipline
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Church Records: Minutes

* Names can appear in financials
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Association Minutes

* Groups of churches in a region formed associations to aid missions
and education

* Their annual reports are a usetul second place to look for ancestors,
especially for ministers

* These are minutes of business conducted
* Georgia Baptist Convention Annuals may also be used in this way

e Printed obituaries of influential members
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Davip J. APPERSON,

Chairman.
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RESOLUTIONS

R,esolutlon on the death of Deacon John W. ‘Roberson.

In the plans and scheme of the Omnipotent One,
friends and loved ones are constantly called from our
midst. It is with sorrowful hearts we learned of the
death of our martyred brother, Deacon John W. Roberson.,

For many years we have met him as ‘a Messenger to
our Association and we have learned to look for him as
a quiet godly man. Brother Roberson was a friend to
all good and pure men and women and a staunch and
fearless supporter to every high and noble purpose as
well as the uncompromising enemy of all unrightuousness.
| In his work for the Master, which was his religion and
| his daily life, he was quiet and humble, a doer of the
| Father’s will, rather than a giver of worthless advice.
In the discharge of public duties he was faithful and
fearless, giving the best of his life to the enforcement of
law and to curbing and punishing evildoers. ‘

Tweo counties hold it an honor to have been his home
and all South Georgia respected him as a good and fear-
less officer.

His immediate neighbors knew him best and loved
and honored him as a God-fearing, consecrated, christian
man.

Whllo dlscharomo a duty of his office he was cut
off from his life, a martyr to +he cause of liberty and

tstice—the bed-rock of our great republie.

Vietorious in life, triumphant in death, his life and
light will illuminate the pathway of men down through
the years to come and forever be a source of love and
power to the hosts of friends he left hehind.

Respectfully submitted,
R. D. Ioward, Chairman,
T. B. Wiley,
C. J. Bryant,.
J. N. Sullivan.
Central Baptist Church
Wayeross, Ga., Gct. 6, 1921.

Whereas :
_ Our Church has rec ntlv sustained a
he death-of Brother H.




Woman’s Missionarv Union
onaty

* Baptist women supported
missions through the Woman’s
Missionary Union when they
were not allowed in
denominational leadership

REPORT

WOMAN'S BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION,

GEORGIA BAPTIST CONVENTION

* Annual reports are similar to
association records

WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA,

o * Can contain information on
female ancestors
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The Christian Index

* Newspaper of the Georgia Baptist Convention
* Published 1822-present

* Oldest continuously-published religious newspaper in the United
States

* Jesse Mercer moved it to Georgia in 1833
* Published obituaries and marriages; these are indexed

* Other information about ministers; not always indexed



THE COLUMBIAN STAR,

CHRISTIAN INDEX.

T. B

AN LY,

PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY.

ANECDOTES OF THE MARTYRS.

ent number, which 7

Accompanying our pre:
ve engraving

the first of a new volume; is an expr|
representing a scewe of suffering, torture and death,

smilar to that through which many of the followers of
That the success of the

Christ were destined to pass.
Gospel in the world should have been characterized by
such a waste of precious blocd, by such an immeasura-
molation, and by such a

bly* the most in

Itisa

ble aggregate of hum:
ber of appalling atrocities, is prob
plicable feature in the whole hi volume.
subject involved in so magy horrors, that few minds
are willing to approach it; it shows a test of virtue so
formidable to the sicl that

osed to judge themselves by its rigorous

ly graces of modern tin

and con
seldom employs the thoughts of tl

sequently the NosLE aRMY of

stians who, instead of being called to breathe the
$piry flames 'and embers of surrounding faggots, are
wafted on in their course upon the gales of popular fa-
Yor. - Qur engraving which represents t
f”‘g and triumphant instance of re

n English Martyrology, e
3’P{H~mr:11 somewhat divided in life, but sublimely
(um;,Ed in death—Rproy was a man of pre-eminent
anilities,

ous heroism

=}
ts Ripiey and Larr-

: His tenacious memory, extensive erudition,
Mpressive oratory, anc

indefatigable zeal in preach-
g, drevw

: er him not only his own flock, but persons
fom a1l quarters desirous of go

Poof.” To ap unusual splendor of
ardent devotios.

exhortation or re-

lent, he added an
e He lived with God in private prayer,
"d lived for man in acts of goodness ;

\ and beneficence.
T v,

muara; e.qll'lial'ly remote ﬁ'o'm monkish austerity, and

lha‘t: i T ur'xty; and was in all respects a pattern of
uth which he preached.

EL;::I‘ID;ER‘ He was the co‘lleague of Ridley at the

o 80”:‘ Slfifﬂ.S p?rts.of his previous life he had

iy anic]ew at ‘.Ja.clllatmg, and had subscribed cer-

4 ¢8 which seemed to favor popery. _Sub-

“ug
"y, however, he resigned the station which

‘ he held, and =

- ] science.

¢« When
braced
heart.
ly pray.
sation.

H: then knelt b

2 t r earne
ng together, they had 2, ¢

e conver-

|

| g ented by arshall, the vice-chancel
Tore” Dr. ey then took off n and tippet,
: i i n-law, Mr. Shi

gave away also man
and the populace w
of his g

from the poverty
shroud, and  stood
leath. Dr. Ridley
mith d an 1
Dr. Ri .

ing, and
1 to his

. Latimer

garb, was
ble and

ing unclothed

s brother
neck,

whom he had,
ch the present
A lighted faggot was now
1 Mz, Latimer
nd play the man.
i up such a
»

e of some poor men
1ited lea

ng him, he
, I commend

to say, O Ia-

1" Embracing. the

my soul!

hands in it, and

rently with little pain; but Dr. Ridle

justment of the fagots, which v :

too high about the furze, was burnt i

At this time, piteou
to him, his brother-in-law impru:’[en}l;

fagots up over him, which caused the fire more flerge<

; to burn his limbs it 1”)" Ieaggd/up

and down under t ¢claiming that he could

t burn;gindeed, his

for after his

r;n, and placed
ra.

fag e
dreadful

Cryin

the fagot
himself towards that at length ths gunpowder
was ignited, and :W ceased to move, burning on
the other side, agd falling down at Mr. Latimer’s foet
the chaigthat had hitherto supported. him,—

over

£




OBITUARIES

Published by
The Christian Index,

1880-1899

Compiled by
Mary McKeown Overby
) for
The Georgia Baptist
Historical Society Depository

Macon, Georgia
1982




n pmc{icab]e.

s boolks-

K procesSS.,
result. )
Kkeep up th

with the

e atten-

1 at once.
stions at 4
and leave nothing

El

qll is, tO make ch\.‘l-
ot i, Or tell you 1N
sing. the god, or bY.
py- thing; or by TH&:
Jo not -and - cannot
intelligible and inter-
: let all be sure of
dy, will- make them
of teachersy Boston.

il of the Creek Indians-,

and adjourned on -the

ded both by, the. Chiefs
council the.Agent, Col-

e attended, and- deliver-
1, and explained to them

k' endeavored to impress
ich would arise, on their
tate laws, . He told them
bnger make propositions
re. extended to them, in
hwn, -and leave them en-
ment.  He. further told
ec, where he would be
by were ‘inclined “to enfer
ing the message of the
ation, and then decided
of the

unnecessary for them

and among them some
the Agent had del ivered
© conncil at some length
'u]tm object of the meet-
! oOwing to the may
L}llmy would nof, x'ecéivé]iir
hat the t%lm}w.ns; who fié(i
‘ e annuity— g’
by the Cﬁerokeeg, e

I of Mont om,

" Lgomer

hiefs, and took ii(lz'r(:l;'n A
S Will no doypy haye (:*0

diang th on=
U".ion_ aF the

m

I AWs Ofthe : :

= el
7 DIED, b |

J

v On the ight of Tuesday, August 3lst, in thig o

arid some ‘months, GuorGE. WALKER, Merchgy,
ricksburg,. Vay, and: son of: Mr. ALE%ANDER Wargy, ',
place. Mr. WALKER’S case was peculiarly afflictiyg, of l
bloom of youlk, the b?uuty ol manhood; and the expec:o?, i
woildly happiness, the_rev.erse has been sad, g]%my & :honm, i
{0 the'silent grave. His‘disease, we learn, was g i vpuddeﬂy |
whicli‘originated in' the knee'of the Teft leg', and thepgy r;::,”"r
pervaded his whole system-in’ a short‘ time.  The "
thought itbest to- subject the who‘1e limb to Amputatioy, .
was.accordingly dode the day previous to his decegse, He{mb
vived tlie- operation but a few hours. He eould nﬂt.hami:;
sfaany days, even had the operation been omitted, Heborepgy,
fiess’ with-much-fortitude, and menifested a deep interesti;
prayers of those christian friends who frequently poured oul
desires and petitions before God, in his behalf. ;

On the 2d of August, in Darlington District, S.C. Mr. Tow
Conx, in the 77th year of his age. He had been a deaconoft: |
Baptist Church, at Mechanicyille, for many years—had suti
the office with honor and fidelity, and in general borethe v
ter of an estimable and good man.

g ‘ |
“On.Friday evening, the ‘13th ult.- Mrs. Elizabeth W'w“fm'
aged about 25 years, and consort ef Capt. James H-VW |
Middle Salem, Sumpter District; S.C. { Hi
Near Charlottesviile, Va. recently, Mr. Wm. C. Wrt’{;sqf g
drophobia., He was bitten by a do}g,cn the 7th ofJum;)d e “eyfp

) ageq2 i
) l&te ) ly‘!irs ]

wound thus received was in - time yestorcloo . bis
Jrall d a short time restorc . . ks
Sopposed that the daz was mad till-a day or (WO b
which was preceded by violent spasms,

In Bladen co, V.
Charles M¢A}

On Sun
Willct, good

colonial s

sy 4

- ; wife
¢ C. Mrs. Elizabeth M Alister
1ster, of ‘Cumberland co. of M
evening, 224 Aug; in New York 6itf? cored b

2 Years. He ca;}menced his mi 1111!_,‘6?,11’0{6:5!3’5
d, e L the British Government in he el 5 B
frontiers of gﬁs;sa{’tf”el.y engaged on the noﬁg].ﬁema'ﬂd " B
sent af 11, ate, in the (Fne of 1759
s tt&ebl?“}l? of Osivego, %‘é:?ﬁg ot Lord HO
d ‘a]n?ia o8 out Df‘thé war oi' the‘l‘e"oluuq;:’ b
is ing hisred iherservice of his countfy’tleer
u 4 useful; he was a volUfy." Byt B
8th of June, 1718, Whe! s o
H ) s ¥ sl he M ol
enry Clinton were defeated
Slege of Fopt, Sianwix, &"
gamery county, on the atin
“Col. W. €O 1ep

ost amia
fhices, the ic
¥ the whie
V. Y paper, o, ¢ last of

The m3
when the
For hence
since leak
water is fe
them 1n al
tian soul Y
to him.
late in hi
because h
row.

I have
case is thg
One, is to |
Pose them




A:

Abbeville First Baptist Church, Wilcox County

C 1861

Microfiche: Walter M. Lee. History of Cedar Creek, .. Abbeville, .. Baptist Churches
(c.1918), 24 pp. [MU]

Abilene Baptist Church, Carroll County

C 1875

Reel 708: Church Record Book. 1887-1943 [GDAH]

Abilene Baptist Church, Richmond now Columbia County

C 1774 as Red’s Creck BC. 1774; EX 1822; C as Abilene BC. 1824

Reel 106/1.2.4: Church Record Book, 1824-1970; newspaper clippings: “Condensed
History™ (1960). 2 pp. [GDAH]

“The Little Church in the Woods ”: a Historical Summary of the Birth and Growth of
Abilene Baptist Church, 1774-1998 (1998): BX6480.A35 A35 1998

Strength for Today, Bright Hope for Tomorrow (1999): BX6480.M267 A25 1999

Adairsville Baptist Church, Bartow Columbia County

C c.1838/1880

Wilma Jo Gazaway Moore. One Vine, Two Branches: History of the Adairsville Bapfist
Church (nee Oothealoga Baptist Chureh), 1835-1979 (1979): BX6480.A42 A44

Adel Baptist Church, Berrien now Cook County

C 1891

Reel 105: Emily Hughes. “History of Adel Baptist Church™ (1940), 4 pp.: Church Record
Book, 1894-1943 [GDAH]

Reel 749: Church Record Book. 1894-1012, 1932-1933, 1936-1944, 1912-1915 [GDAH)]
History of First Baptist Church, Adel, Georgia, 1891-1991 (1991) 6480.A33 F57
1991

Ailey Baptist Church, Montgomery County
" 1802






Archives, Special Collections,
and Digital Initiatives

Mercer University

Jack Tarver Library



How can I access your collections?

* You can make an appointment
to come view materials during
our operating hours

* 90:00-12:00
* 1:00-5:00
* Closed Wednesdays

e Closed weekends

* Digitized materials are
available at ursa.mercer.edu
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