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What Baptist Records Do We Have?

• Baptist churches
• Business meeting minutes
• Financial records
• Membership lists
• Published histories
• Bulletins

• Baptist associations
• Annual meeting minutes
• Published histories

• Georgia Baptist Convention
• Annuals
• Christian Index

• Other Baptists
• Primitive Baptists
• Free Will Baptists
• African-American Baptists
• And more…



Common Genealogical Inquiries

• Do you have the records of  
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
in Dodge County?  My great-
grandmother was a charter 
member.

• My grandfather was a pastor in 
South Georgia.  Can you help 
me learn more about him?

• I’m looking for an obituary of  
Rev. Andrew Jones.  Do you 
have one?



Common Genealogical Inquiries

• I think my ancestors were 
Baptists, and they lived in Clayton 
County.  Can you help me find 
them?

• I need to prove that John Smith is 
the son of  James Smith, and I 
know they went to Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Bibb County.

• Can you help me find my or my 
relative’s baptism record in Mount 
Olive Baptist Church in Fulton 
County?



Church Records: Membership Lists

• Membership lists are your friend if  you need to prove that someone 
was actually in a place

• List of  people who joined, left, or were expelled from the church
• Often grouped by men and women
• Race is also noted pre-Civil War
• The presence and quality of  these depends on the church clerk















Church Records: Minutes

• Churches held monthly business meetings
• Theological discussions
• Financial management
• Decisions about facilities
• Called pastors
• Discipline among members

• Clerk recorded the minutes
• These are not transcripts!
• Can also prove your ancestors were in a particular place
• Useful to know what your ancestors might have been up to
• Names appear especially in relation to discipline











Church Records: Minutes

• Names can appear in financials







Association Minutes

• Groups of  churches in a region formed associations to aid missions 
and education

• Their annual reports are a useful second place to look for ancestors, 
especially for ministers

• These are minutes of  business conducted
• Georgia Baptist Convention Annuals may also be used in this way
• Printed obituaries of  influential members







Woman’s Missionary Union

• Baptist women supported 
missions through the Woman’s 
Missionary Union when they 
were not allowed in 
denominational leadership

• Annual reports are similar to 
association records

• Can contain information on 
female ancestors



What You Probably Won’t Find

• Family relationships
• Baptism records



The Christian Index

• Newspaper of  the Georgia Baptist Convention
• Published 1822-present
• Oldest continuously-published religious newspaper in the United 

States
• Jesse Mercer moved it to Georgia in 1833
• Published obituaries and marriages; these are indexed
• Other information about ministers; not always indexed









How Do I Know What You Have?

• We rely on voluntary donations 
of  records

• We only have records of  a few 
hundred churches

• Several thousand have existed 
in Georgia

• PDF finding aids online
• libraries.mercer.edu



Good News

• Ancestry digitization project
• Historic Rural Churches project



Archives, Special Collections, 
and Digital Initiatives

Mercer University
Jack Tarver Library



How can I access your collections?

• You can make an appointment 
to come view materials during 
our operating hours

• 9:00-12:00
• 1:00-5:00
• Closed Wednesdays
• Closed weekends

• Digitized materials are 
available at ursa.mercer.edu



How to Find Us

P

Exit 163

Exit 163
Mercer University Dr.

Tarver Library
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