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Our Mission

 To serve as the repository for the documentation of the Seminary’s administrative 
activities and educational programs, its publications, memorabilia, photographic records, 
and the occasional memoirs and personal papers of the Seminary’s faculty.

 To collect and care for personal and organizational materials relating to the activities of 
the “Southern Stream” of Presbyterianism.  The “Southern Stream” of Presbyterianism 
includes PC (US) churches and presbyteries in the southeastern United States and 
significant historical events such as slavery, the civil war, and the evolution debate.  In 
addition, Presbyterian women’s histories from across the United States are collected and 
cared for in the archives.

 We are the Southern counterpart of the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.
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What do we have here?

 Items on deposit

 Congregational records (“church records”)

 Presbytery records

 Items owned by CTS

 Seminary historical records and memorabilia

 Personal papers

 Relatively small number of artifacts

 E.g., Spence Cross Collection

 Presbyterian Women’s Histories



LIMITATIONS ON ACCESS

 PC(USA) session or presbytery records from within last 50 years

 Need permission from creating body
(through either congregation’s clerk of session or presbytery’s stated clerk)

 Brittle materials, other standard archival concerns

 Case-by-case basis



SESSION MINUTES



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S HISTORIES



CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS



CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS

“By whom owned”



CONGREGATIONAL REGISTERS

“serv’t [of]”



OTHER RESOURCES



CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

 Presbyterian organizations historically merged, split, and were renamed all the time

 Historical social status of Presbyterians affects what was recorded

 Gaps happen

 Collections may not be fully described or inventoried



DIGITIZATION AND ACCESS

 The CTS Archives is collaborating with Ancestry

 Over 700 congregations’ records digitized and indexed

 Aiming to make them available sometime next year



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING

Michael Robertson

Public Services Archivist

C. Benton Kline, Jr. Special Collections and Archives

Columbia Theological Seminary

e:  robertsonm@ctsnet.edu
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